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S P O T  T H E  D I F F E R E N C E

Six changes on the reef
Look carefully. Circle the six differences in the bottom picture.

A telltale sign of an octopus den is a pile of empty crab shells on a rocky bottom.

A simple drawing by REALLYBYTE, not an exact picture of a real octopus.
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C O L O U R  M E

The coconut carrier
Colour the veined octopus and its coconut shells

Veined octopuses in Indonesia collect coconut-shell halves, stack them, carry them across the seafloor on stiffened

arms and later hide inside: one of the first reports of tool use by an invertebrate.

A simple drawing by REALLYBYTE, not an exact picture of a real octopus.



O C T O P U S  P R I N TA B L E S  F R E E  S A M P L E O C T O P U S E S . A N I M A L S . I M

R E A L LY B Y T E  · © 2026 · Personal & single-classroom use · octopuses.animals.im 4 / 6

O C T O P U S  F A C T S  P O S T E R

Three hearts, blue blood

A giant Pacific octopus at the National Aquarium, Washington D.C.

Built differently

Octopuses have three hearts. Two branchial hearts push used blood through the gills, and a

systemic heart pumps the fresh, oxygen-rich blood around the body.

Their blood really is blue. It carries oxygen with a copper-based molecule called hemocyanin,

while our blood uses iron.

The heart that pumps blood round the body stops beating while an octopus swims, which is

why octopuses prefer crawling: swimming exhausts them.
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A N S W E R  K E Y  ·  F O R  A D U LT S

Spot the difference

1. The big fish has gone

2. There is an extra crab

3. The octopus has stopped smiling

4. The coral has an extra branch

5. Two extra bubbles have appeared

6. The shell has gone

WA N T  M O R E ?

Six full octopus packs (species fact cards, maths worksheets, body and life cycle, activity and colouring, posters, quiz
and word puzzles) are available from the ReallyByte store: see octopuses.animals.im/shop/ for links. Free octopus
facts and games: octopuses.animals.im

Free! Like me. Nobody paid for me either.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

Thank you for buying from REALLYBYTE. You may print as many copies as you need for your own family or your own class/group, and
share the file with your own students through a password-protected platform (for example Google Classroom). Please don’t resell it, re-
upload it or share it publicly. For school-wide use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

P I C T U R E S

IMAGE CREDIT LICENCE SOURCE PAGE

Enteroctopus dofleini in aquarium rotated.jpg User:Bachrach44 CC0 commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Enteroctop
us_dofleini_in_aquarium_rotated.jpg

Pictures are public domain or CC0 images (credits above), from Wikimedia Commons, cropped. Using them does not mean any photographer,
museum or agency endorses this pack. All drawings, puzzles and layouts are REALLYBYTE’s own work.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against the source pages below on 28 Oct 2026. These are fixed facts that do not depend on the date. Answers to
maths questions are worked out from those figures.

Smithsonian Ocean: Octopuses, squids and relatives: ocean.si.edu/ocean-
life/invertebrates/octopuses-squids-and-relatives
ScienceDaily, reporting Finn, Tregenza & Norman 2009, Current Biology:
www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/12/091214121953.htm

Shedd Aquarium: Eight strange and wonderful facts about octopuses:
www.sheddaquarium.org/stories/eight-strange-and-wonderful-facts-about-
octopuses

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s an eraser, and currently in a jam jar), but we can. Problems with

your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email info@reallybyte.com.
More free octopus facts and games: octopuses.animals.im


